Memorandum










TO:
All MARBA Associations

FROM:
Carol A. Lord

DATE:
November 25, 2009

RE:
Deductions for International Union of Operating Engineers (“IUOE”) Political Action Committee (“PAC”)

MARBA has learned that the monthly dues deduction report form that has been sent to signatory contractors by Local 150 for the month of October, 2009, is now entitled “Administrative Dues and P.A.C. Remittance Report”, and includes a new PAC deduction of $0.05 for each hour worked by an Operating Engineer.  

Article XI of the MARBA/Local 150 Building Agreement and Article XVIII MARBA/Local 150 HHUA Agreement contain provisions authorizing employers to make such deductions “on the basis of individually signed voluntarily authorized deduction forms” and to then pay that money over to the IUOE PAC.  While that provision has been in effect since June 1, 2007, the inclusion of the PAC deduction on the October, 2009 dues remittance report form is new.  Contractors have informed MARBA that they have NOT received any “individually signed voluntarily authorized deduction forms” from the Union authorizing the proposed deductions.

It is unlawful to deduct money from a Union member’s wages without authorization and to pay that money to the Union, and MARBA contractors are advised NOT to deduct the $0.05 PAC deduction until evidence of the required authorization by the individual employee is provided.  MARBA counsel has been in contact with Local 150 counsel on this subject and the parties are attempting to resolve this issue and put a system in place that will provide the required authorizations.  In the meantime, if you do not have an “individually signed voluntarily authorized deduction form” authorizing the PAC deduction, you should not make it.

If you have any question, please contact MARBA.

