January 21, 2009 
Dear UCA Contractor Member:

As you may already be aware, the State of Illinois recently enacted a new law that may affect you as a contractor if you bid on state funded projects.  There has been a lot of media coverage, and rumors, regarding this new legislation, so I thought it prudent to give you a brief, but factual, update.

The overall intent of the law, known as the Illinois Ethics Law, is to prohibit contractors from making political contributions to statewide officials should they participate, or bid, on projects exceeding $50,000.   Following the passage of this legislation, Rod Blagojevich signed an Executive Order which broadened the prohibition to include campaign contributions to Illinois State Senators and Representatives.
It is important to note that at this time it appears that the law applies to the General Contractor only, and not subcontractors.

If you anticipate that you will be the primary bidder on a state project exceeding $50,000, you must register with the State of Illinois by January 31.  Business subsidiaries, or persons affiliated with your company holding an ownership exceeding 7.5% must also register.

Registration can be performed online at:  http://www.elections.illinois.gov/BusinessRegistration/Welcome.aspx?Selected=Business%20Registration
Recently, the Illinois General Assembly passed legislation exempting projects funded by the Federal Highway Administration from the registration requirements.  However, the Governor has not yet acted on this change and therefore the law still covers all state contracts in excess of $50,000.   Contributions to the UCA Political Action Committee are not affected by this law, and all members can still donate legally in this manner.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our Legislative Affairs Director, Scott Dworschak at 630-467-1919 or sdworschak@uca.org.

Sincerely,

Dave Benjamin  - Executive Director

